
Nancy Fawcett Memorial Library, 

a Gazebo, and lighted tennis 

courts.  

 

We hope to see you soon in 

Lodgepole! 

Tucked in the Southern Panhan-

dle of Nebraska, Lodgepole is a 

friendly town with a sense of 

community, affordable housing, 

and a high quality of life!  

 

Lodgepole was founded in 1867, 

platted in 1884, and incorporated 

as an official village in 1901. The 

town of 368 residents was 

named Lodge Pole by the Union 

Pacific Railroad in 1867. In 1895, 

the postal department changed 

the name to a one word spelling 

of Lodgepole. The name is de-

rived from the creek bearing the 

same name, stemming from when 

the Indians cut poles for teepees 

(lodges) along its banks.  

 

A dry goods and grocery store 

opened in 1867 and several 

ranchers began settling 

at that time. It is the 

second oldest community in 

Cheyenne County. The first 

school district was founded in 

1881. Lodgepole is on the east-

ern edge of Cheyenne County.  

 

Lodgepole is the home of the 

Creek Valley Storm (a consoli-

dated school district), which is 

grades 5ñ8.  Lodgepole also 

hosts many organizations includ-

ing: Girl Scouts, Masonic Lodge, 

XI Alpha Tau Sorority, Lions 

Club, and Eastern Star. Attrac-

tions in Lodgepole include: 

Lodgepole Depot Museum, 

Old Settlersõ Days in Lodgepole 

is September  3ñ6, and boy 

does it promise to have a won-

derful parade!  

Sept. 6 is the big day for the pa-

rade & lots of entries are ex-

pected again this year. There will 

be five categories of floats and 

horse and buggy cash prizes will 

be awarded.  The kids can get 

involved also in the òKiddies 

Paradeó.  Several cash prizes are 

offered in the òKiddies Paradeó 

also.  The parade line up starts at 

9:00 am with the parade starting 

at 10:00 am.  The theme for this 

yearõs parade is òA Salute to 

America: Past & Presentó.  Right 

after the parade a òfreeó BBQ 

will be held in the south park.  

Also taking place in the park will 

be free local entertainment start-

ing at 1:00 pm.  The crowning of 

the Old Settlersõ King & Queen 

will also be part of this event.  

The kids have a chance to show-

off their skills during the Kids 

Games (also located at the south 

park) between 2-4 pm. 

 

See you there!  * 

Photos at Right: Be sure to 

visit the Old Settlersõ Day Pa-

rade this year, Sept.  6!  

Lodgepole, Nebraska! 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Lodgepole, Ne-

braska/Parade!  

1 

Old Settlersõ Cele-

bration/Hazelõs/

Opera House  

2 

WNDN/From the 

Director/Old Set-

tlersõ Cont. 

3 

District 5/DOVES/

Waterman Sod 

House 

4 

Goshen Commu-

nity Theatre  

5 

District 5 Cont./

Newcomer Picnic/

Meet the Teach-

ers 

5 

Mystery Photo/

Events Cont.  

6 

Everybody Loves a Parade! 

W W W . H I G H P L A I N S C O M P A SS . C O M 
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EVENTS: 

Aug. 12ñ15: Deuel County 

Fair, Fairgrounds, Chappell, 

NE 

Aug. 13: Night of Hope Walk 

for Cancer, Legion Park, 

6pm, Sidney, NE  

Aug. 13: State Veterans 

Cemetery Dedication Cere-

mony, 11am, Alliance, NE  

Aug. 13ñ14: ôPump Boys & 

Dinettesõ, Post Playhouse, 

Crawford, NE  

Aug. 13ñ15: The Carpenter 

Center & the James Men-

doza Family Co -Ed Softball 

Tourney, 116 Terry Blvd, 

Terrytown, NE  

Aug. 14: Frank Welch Lodge 

Scholarship Tournament, 

Hillside Golf Course, 9am, 

Sidney, NE 

 

Continued , page 4é.   

C O M M U N I T Y  S P O T L I G H T 

http://www.highplainscompass.com/
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òWhat a great 

day! We took the 

kids and my 

grandson back to 

Hazelõs for the 

5th year in a row. 

Picked out 

pumpkins, rode the hay ride, and 

visited in the fun store. Well 

worth the drive from Torrington, 

WY!ó - Alan Jones 

Above Left: Old Settlersõ 

King & Queen  Ron & 

Roberta Sick 

Above Right: Clown Gene 

Lienemann entertains the 

parade crowd Almost Time For Hazelõs... 

Old Opera House on National Register  

Old Settlersõ Celebration Coming SOON! 
Old Settlersô Celebration in 

Lodgepole has been a tradition 

for 86 years.  This yearôs event 

dates are Sept. 3ð6, 2010.  It 

is a guaranteed good time for 

all.  The Saturday events start 

at the south park with the Rib 

Cook-Off.  At 8am the cooking 

starts.  The awards will be pre-

sented at 5pm.  The sampling 

will start right after the awards 

are presented. 

A craft show will be a big part 

of this yearôs events.  The show 

will be located at the Lodge-

pole Community Hall at 832 

McBride.  The three-day craft 

show will start on Saturday 

morning and end Monday after-

noon.  A number of crafters 

have already signed up for 

spaces.   If you are interested in 

a space to display your items, 

please contact Becky at 308-

250-7221. 

The Turkey Softball tourna-

ment starts at 9am on Saturday 

at Kastens Field.  Turkey soft-

ball has a few different rules 

such as running the bases back-

ward.  It is fun to watch and 

play! To sign up, call Bret & 

Catie Bondegard, 308-250-

1076.  

New this year as an event dur-

ing Old Settlersô is the Lawn 

Mower & Golf Cart races.  The 

event will be held on the corner 

of Latham & Burr streets. 

These races are full of action 

and fun. The time trials start at 

11am Saturday and the races 

start at 11:30am. These lawn 

mowers will not be doing much 

lawn mowing; they will be 

burning up the track.  Donôt 

miss the action!  For more 

information contact Marcus at 

308-250-7220. 
The Farmerôs Market will be 

going on Sat. & Sun. in the 

north & south parks.  Lots of 

great fresh items will be avail-

able.  You can contact Coleen 

if you would like to sell any 

items at 308-250-4874.  
Continued, page 3é... 

later when it was 

used to show motion 

pictures.  

It was selected as 

one of Heritage Ne-

braskaõs Fading 

Places in 2010. 

The building is listed 

on the National 

Register of His-

toric Places . 

The Lodgepole Opera House is 

a two-story false-front com-

mercial building and was con-

structed by Frank Isenberger in 

1911 as a garage, with the 

opera house located on the 

upper floor. "Lodgepole Opera 

House," painted in large let-

ters, remains visible on the 

front facade.  

The opera house has a stage 

and a projection booth, added 

zelõs Gift Shop; delight in fall 

favorites at Hazelõs Eatery; 

discover the magic of Wee 

Hazelõs; travel the countryside 

on the Hayrack Ride; stay an 

hour, or stay the day, thereõs 

truly no place like Hazelõs! 

 September 19th is a special day 

for Lodgepole and nearby 

communities, itõs the day Ha-

zelõs Pumpkin Patch officially 

opens!  

Journey down the yellow brick 

road through their three acre 

corn maze; meander through 

the pumpkin patch blossoming 

with over 18 varieties of 

pumpkins and gourds; enjoy 

treats of days gone by in Ha-

Be Social! 

H I G H  P L A I N S  C O M P A S S  

Above: A Photo taken of the Lodgepole Opera House in 2009. You 

are still able to see the words ñLodgepole Opera Houseò on the 

front. 

http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/NE/Cheyenne/state.html
http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/NE/Cheyenne/state.html
http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/NE/Cheyenne/state.html
http://www.hazelspumpkinpatch.com/index.html
http://www.hazelspumpkinpatch.com/index.html
http://twitter.com/HPCompass
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1822822869#!/profile.php?id=1822822869
http://www.hazelspumpkinpatch.com/index.html
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The Western Nebraska Develop-

ment Network (WNDN) is a col-

laboration of service providers, 

community leaders, business own-

ers, tourism enthusiasts, and the 

public!  

WNDN is passionate about making 

life in Western Nebraska the best it 

can be and the only way to do that 

is by knowing everything it has to 

offer, working together, and col-

laborating on projects. The WNDN 

group began their July 28th meeting 

at ôMark Ferrari Specialty Coffeesõ 

in Oshkosh, NE and received a 

great presentation by Mike Piva on 

how they ended up in small town 

Oshkosh. After a tour of the 

Roastery, the group headed to 

Lewellen, NE to tour the ô17 Ranch 

Wineryõ. Ellen (owner) also gave a 

great presentation on how the 

winery was started. Lunch was then 

served at ôThe Most Unlikely Placeõ, 

the group heard a presentation 

from Rex Miller on GROW Garden 

County.  The group also heard 

presentations about Statewide 

Broadband, Wildlife Workshops, 

Partnership for Rural NE, & the 

High Plains Compass. 

For more information on the - 

at 308-250-4874. 

Donôt miss the mud volley on Sun. 

at 10am.  This event is always good 

clean fun!  This event is on the east 

end of town on Hwy 30 at Kastens 

field.  If you would like to register a 

team please contact Bret & Catie at 

308-250-1076. 
Always a big draw during Old Set-

tlersô days is the tractor pull.  The 

tractor pull is sanctioned by the 

Platte Valley Tractor Pullers group.  

The event is located on Front Street 

On Sunday Sept. 5th, the fun starts 

up again!  The Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church will hold services at Kastens 

Field at 9am.  The registration for 

the car show starts at 8:30am. The 

car show will be held at the old gas 

station on the west end of town on 

Hwy 30.  The event will run from 

9am to 5pm.  A hog roast will be 

going on in the afternoon during the 

car show.  The awards will be pre-

sented at 1pm.  For more informa-

tion on the car show contact Marty 

near the south park.  The 

pull starts on Sun. at 11am 

with weigh-in starting at 

8am.  Food will be avail-

able in the south park all 

day.  Those old tractors in 

action are a site to see! 

The Wiener Dog Races 

will be held Sunday at 

10:30am, and the big Pa-

rade will be Monday.  

 

to promote where you live? Or 

how about that we travel to areas 

outside of our Sidney, NE office 

location twice a month to meet 

with our communities? We give 

community tours to potential resi-

dents, and help aid their transition 

once they arrive as well. In case 

you run into any of your commu-

nity leaders, be sure to throw in a 

good word about the HPC. In or-

der for us to survive, we depend on 

communities like yours. A funding 

request letter was 

just sent out re-

questing a dona-

tion from each of 

our 59 communi-

ties. We want to 

thank Bayard, 

Chappell, & Dal-

ton for their contributions already 

for the High Plains Compass to 

continue. We look forward to 

more years of serving you. 

Until next time,  Amanda 

You already know the High Plains 

Compass creates a month E-

Newsletter, you know we create a 

weekly ôUpcoming Eventsõ e-mail, 

and you probably know that we 

have Facebook and Twitter pages.  

Did you know, however, that the 

High Plains Compass is grant 

funded? Did you know we update 

the website multiple times every 

single day? Or that we are placing 

advertisements across the country 

The WNDN group poses for a photo at Mark Ferrari 

Specialty Coffees in Oshkosh, NE. 

From the Director 

Old Settlersõ Celebration Continuedé. 

Youngsters in the Old Settlersõ 

Day Parade show off their pony! 

òHands down, this 

was the best 

presentation 

about being an 

entrepreneur in a 

rural community 

that Iõve ever 

heard.ó -Megan 

McGown (on the 

ôMark Ferrariõ 

presentation) 

WNDN or 

to join; 

please con-

tact 

Amanda 

(Secretary) 

at 308-254-

5851. 

"WNDN's July meeting in Garden County was nothing 

short of phenomenal.  We were able to get a first-hand 

look at local businesses and business people that don't 

fit the mold.   They are striving for, and achieving 

success in locations you simply wouldn't expect.  It was 

both refreshing and energizing."  -Doug Mader  


